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At the 2006 annual conference, the Academic and Research Libraries Division continued to sponsor and organize the conference poster session.  David Scott of Ferris State University again led the effort to coordinate this popular offering.  Twelve poster sessions were presented on Wednesday in the exhibit hall. 
In addition to the poster session, ARLD organized and sponsored the following annual conference offerings:  

Buried Treasures, which examined the Azalia Hackley Collection of the Detroit 


Public Library and the Walter P. Reuther Collection at Wayne State
 University
24 and Counting: Comparison of 24 Curriculum Collections in Michigan

 Colleges and Universities by Rita Kohrman

Academic Librarian Luncheon with Morrell Boone
Academic Library Day 2007 was held on May 4 at Lansing Community College.  Thinking about Institutional Repositories? Come Explore with Us was well received by those in attendance.  Institutional repositories are becoming an important element of research institutions and as such it is important to explore the library’s role on the repository team.  Thanks to Lansing Community College and Elenka Raschkow for hosting this event.
The board investigated several programs for the 2007 annual conference and submitted suggestions through the revised conference program process.  Three of the programs initiated by the board were selected by the conference program committee and will be offered in 2007.  
In addition to workshops and conference sessions, the board tackled a number of issues throughout the year.  Discussions were held on the MLA reorganization plan, the revised conference procedures, and support for interest groups within the new MLA structure.  
Board members spent time examining the unique needs of academic libraries and working with MLA’s Executive Director to address her desire to learn more about this segment of the library community.   Board members also discussed the severe budget issues facing the State of Michigan.  Talking points were developed and board members were encouraged to contact their legislators to demonstrate the effect of budget cuts on academic libraries, especially the impact MeL has on their institutions.  These talking points were shared with the MLA Executive Director.
2007 saw the start of a new tradition from ARLD.  The first Academic Outing was held on June 1, 2007 at Central Michigan University.  Eleven participants representing eight public and private academic institutions spent time interacting with the CMU Off-Campus Library Services Department.  Topics included: copyright issues; communication; chat reference; web support and professional development opportunities in distance education. 
The division again supported programming for the Education Curriculum Interest Group (ECIG). 
This was an energetic and hard working board.  We had a productive year and accomplished a great deal.  I want to thank the members of the 2006-2007 ARLD Board for all of their hard work.
Submitted by Ruth Helwig
