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I would like to start by saying thank you to my colleagues for allowing me the opportunity to serve as Michigan Chapter Councilor.  

Final attendance at this year’s Annual Conference was 26,201 this was about 2,700 shy of the total for Chicago 2009, but over 4,000 ahead of Anaheim 2008.   Exhibit only passes represented about 6.5% of total individual registrations.  

During the Annual Conference, there are two Chapter Relations Committee meetings, three Council sessions, an ALA-APA Council session, two membership meetings, and an ALA Council/Executive Board/Membership Information Session. Highlights from each of these can be found below.
A complete listing of all resolutions and action items from Council Sessions will soon be available at http://www.ala.org/ala/aboutala/governance/council/council_actions/index.cfm. 

Chapter Relations Committee I
· ALA is now offeringa Text-to-Donate option for Haitian libraries (text ALA Text "alahaiti" to 20222)–soon other initiatives such as the Spectrum Scholarship Program will have this option and the CRC office is hopeful that this will soon be available for state chapters to use in their fundraising efforts.
· There was a brief discussion of a new initiative to encourage all state chapters to have a literacy committee.  
· ALA’s 2011-2015 Strategic Plan includes improving relations with state chapters, including a presidential task force to evaluate ALA's relationship to chapters. 
· Michael Dowling, CRC Office spoke of the future possibility of state chapters localizing and modifying ALA Connects. 
· ALA is internally reviewing webinar platforms and licensing with the hopes of group purchases for state chapters. 

Membership Meeting I
Incoming President Roberta Stevens discussed her initiatives for the coming year:
· Frontline fundraising
· Why I Need my Library Contest 
· Our Authors, Our Advocates.
More information on these important initiatives can be found here. http://www.robertastevens.com/initiatives.html

ALA Council/Executive Board/Membership Information Session
James G. Neal of the Budget Analysis and Review Committee (BARC) reported that ALA and its divisions have been able to sustain service and fiscal balance despite revenue shortfalls.

Endowment Trustee Chair Dan Bradbury reported that the endowment fund value through the first part of 2010 was $28,916,000.

President Camile A. Alire and President-Elect Roberta Stevens each discussed highlights from their past year in office.

Executive Director Keith Michael Fiels reported some highlights from his June Report to the Executive Board and Council including:

Membership
· Overall ALA Membership as of May 2010 is 62,251 which is a slight decline.
· Organizational and Corporate memberships are down approximately 8% each at 3,044 and 225 respectively.
· Capwizrecently passed a milestone of 100,000 individuals subscribed to receive advocacy messages. 

Grants
· Discovering Librarianship: The Future is Overdue is a three-year program to recruit ethnically diverse high school and college students to careers in libraries.($430,000) 

· Library Support Staff Certification Programwill include strategic marketing and promotion, scholarships, online tutorials for candidates and volunteers, grants to develop courses, exploration of acceptance by state library agencies, and an evaluation component that examines the changes in performance and service for participating support staff. ($590,000)

ALA Council I
The 2015 Strategic Plan was presented. Goals and objectives include Advocacy, Funding and Public Policy, Building the Profession, Transforming Libraries, Member Engagement, and Organizational Excellence.  Council votes to accept.

Resolution Reaffirming Equal Employment Opportunity for Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender Librarians and Library Workers was presented and approved. 

Resolution to Insure Equitable Access to All Formats of Electronic Content through Libraries was presented but Council voted to postpone the resolution to Council II.

Resolution on Non-Discrimination in Conference Contracts was referred to BARC.

ALA-APA Council
The budget for ALA-APA was presented.  Total operating revenues as of 4/30/10 are $97,884 and total operating expenses as of 4/30/10 are $55,091.  Council approved the ALA-APA FY 2010 budgetary ceiling of $242,878.  The $590,000 IMLS grant that Exec Director Fiels referenced in the Information Session will be used by ALA-APA to expand the Library Support Staff Certification Program.

ALA Council II
Freedom to Read Foundation President Kenton Oliver presented his report and highlighted two major components of the Judith Krug Fund: Banned Books Week Read-Out Grants for Libraries and Community Groups and Online Learning for LIS Students. 

Reports on Library Advocacy, Website Advisory, Retiring Councilors and Executive Board were heard. 

Resolution Concerning the Proposed Closing of the School of Library and Information Science at Louisiana State University was approved.  (We are against it)

The FY2011 budget was presented.  A budgetary ceiling of $57,162,413 was approved. 

A much improved version of the Resolution to Ensure Equitable Access to All Formats of Electronic Content through Libraries was presented and approved.

Resolution on Ensuring Summer Reading Programs for all Children and Teens was approved. 

Membership Meeting II
This meeting did not have a quorum and no official action was taken.

Chapter Relations II
Money Smart Week
Michael Dowling discussed the success of Money Smart Week in April 2010, a program of the Federal Reserve.  Information on this program can be found here: http://www.chicagofed.org/webpages/education/msw/index.cfm

Capwiz
Several Capwiz success stories were shared and discussed.  Overall the program is going very well.

Starting September 1, Capwiz will be able to track legislation through all fifty states.  State Association Executive Directors can provide input on the parameters of the tracking.  

Washington Office Update
Brief update from Emily Shetkoff Washington office on the LEARN act, a 2.35 billion literacy bill, the importance of including school libraries in the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), an update on Library Advocacy Day, funding at LSTA for $300 million,and a recent partnering of IMLS and the Department of Labor to help job seekers access employment and training services in public libraries.

ALA Council III
Council acknowledged memorial tributes and testimonials then heard the election results for ALA Council Committee on Committees and the Planning and Budget Assembly.

Wording change recommendations presented by the Constitution and Bylaws Committee Chair were approved. 

Prisoners’ Right to Read: An interpretation of the Library Bill of Rights was approved. 
The Committee on Legislation, presented six action items for the consideration of Council, all of which were approved.
· Urges Congress to commit a minimum of $100 million designated specifically for school libraries in FY2011 and beyond to the Improving Literacy Through School Libraries program to establish a population-based state grant program that provides students in every state the opportunity to increase reading achievement and master 21st century skills.

· Conveys to the President, the Secretary of Education, and the Congress of the United States the urgent need to require that the reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) have a requirement that every public school have a library staffed by a state-certified school librarian.

· Commends the U.S. Senate for its quick passage of S. 3111, the Faster FOIA Act on April 15, 2010; and Urges the U.S. House of Representatives to quickly pass the Faster FOIA Act of 2010, H.R. 5087.

· Urges Joint Committee on Printing to approve the Memorandum of Understanding so that Government Printing Office can process the Statutes at Large and Congressional Record content digitized by the Library of Congress; and Urges Joint Committee on Printing to support Government Printing Office making this new digitized content available for permanent public access via GPO’s Federal Digital System (FDsys).

· Strongly supports The Equal Access to 21st Century Communications Act, S. 3304, and the Twenty-first Century Communications and Video Accessibility Act of 2009, H.R. 3101, as passage of these bills would update communications laws to ensure that individuals with vision, hearing and other disabilities are able to utilize fully broadband services and equipment and have better access to video programming devices and other technologies; and calls upon Congress to pass S. 3304 and H.R. 3101.

· Calls on Congress to quickly enact comprehensive immigration reform legislation.  Such reform should result in ensuring access to library services for all people, regardless of their immigration status; and strongly encourages other library organizations to proactively engage their legislators at every level, local, state and federal, about the importance of equal and ready access to library services for all people regardless of immigration status. 

A request to support the formation of a Retired Members Round Table (RMRT) was approved, as was a request to include a representative from the Accessibility Assembly on the Conference Committee.  
Much discussion and debate on a resolutionon Institutional Review Boards resulted in a Council recommendation to refer the resolution to the Intellectual Freedom Committee, the Library Research Roundtable, the Library History Roundtable, and the Committee on Professional Ethics.
Resolution on Non-Discrimination in Conference Contractswas presented again and approved.
Library Advocacy Day
A quick bus trip from the Convention Center to the Capitol courtesy of our friends at Gale Cengage Learning kicked off Library Advocacy Day in Upper Senate Park.  Over 1,600 librarians and library supporters listened to speeches from youth author Lauren Myracle, ALA President CamilaAlire, ALA Executive Director Keith Michael Fiels, Senator Jack Reed (D-RI) and Michigan’s own Representative Vernon Ehlers (R-MI), considered by ALA Washington Office Executive Director Emily Sheketoffto be one of the strongest allies libraries have in Congress.  It was noted Rep. Ehlers support will be missed and he was presented with a certificate of appreciation.   
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