Michigan Library Association

Academic and Research Libraries Division Board

Minutes from the February 16, 2007 Meeting

Michigan Library Association Office 

10:00 a.m.

Present:  Ruth Helwig, Chair; Claudia Diaz; Kay Granskog; Robert Kelly; Rita Kohrman; George Libbey, Debbie Morrow; Elenka Raschkow; Gretchen Weiner; Anne Marie Casey, MLA Board Liaison
Excused:  Duryea Calloway

Chair Helwig called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 

1. There were no additions to the agenda.  Gretchen Couraud is not in the office so the item that she would meet with us was removed.

2. The January 12, 2007 minutes were approved with corrections.

3. Annual Conference 2007 

Ruth reported that she had emailed Kevin King about where Poster Sessions fit into the new structure.  We are to include it in the Divisions session’s proposals.  We started the proposals for the sessions we are proposing during the meeting to make sure that Ruth had all she needed.  She plans to finish them and submit them by the February 28 deadline.  We will ask for a double slot for the joint program with the Michigan Center for the Book and single slots for all the rest of our proposals. 

4. Informal Sessions – We will host our first Academic Outing with the Central Michigan University’s Off-Campus Library Services program. Once the date is finalized, Bob Kelly agreed to serve as the contact point to allow up to 25 people to attend.  This will be marketed first to ARLD members (for 2 weeks), then if there is room, to MLA members.  It will likely take place in early June on a Friday.  All PR will be through email.
5. ACRL Legislative Advocate – Michael Rodriguez was going to talk to Gretchen Couraud so we could discuss this today.  Since Gretchen could not attend, we do not know if that happened.  The Board wonders what ACRL expects from this position since what they say they are looking for is very time consuming.  Ruth will call the ACRL contact and ask if they expect us to actually fill this position or simply make the offer available to members who might be interested.
6. New Business – Rita Bullard has submitted her annual report for 2004/05 and Bob Kelly will put it up on the web.  We are still waiting for the annual report for 2005/06 from Duryea Calloway.

7. We will soon need to supply a ballot for ARLD Board elections to the MLA Office.  Ruth had received some expressions of interest from the email solicitation for volunteers.  We discussed those names and made some recommendations.  We still need at least one more candidate for chair-elect provided that the person from the volunteers that we have identified to ask if they are willing to run for chair-elect agrees to run.  We will ask candidates to write what they want voters to know about them in 50 words or less.

8. State of Michigan Budget – Chair Helwig asked for comments on the proposed State of Michigan budget especially the cuts to the Library of Michigan.  Claudia noted that if the Library of Michigan couldn’t pay for the MelCat databases that this would be an immediate issue for academics.  She reported on collaboration with MLA and Albion College’s Ford Institute.  Their students will be lobbying on behalf of Libraries for MLA as non-librarians.  Elenka suggested that we might want to draft a collective response as academics.  Bob Kelly wondered if either COLD or MALC was doing this and if Gretchen Couraud had developed talking points for this that could be used.  Elenka will ask for this to be put on the MALC agenda and Bob will talk to the Chair of COLD.  We discussed what a letter from the Board should include:  

a. Libraries are the university of the poor.

b. They may be the only access to the Internet.

c. Through MelCat and interlibrary loan, libraries help distribute information effectively throughout the State.

d. MelCat databases allow academic schools to purchase more specialized databases that increase what is available in the State.

e. Libraries are learning commons.

Ruth will talk to Gretchen Couraud about this.

9. Reports – Ruth had a short report from Anne Marie Casey.  The MLA Leadership Retreat did occur.  There will be more coming out about what is being recommended.

10. ECIG – Rita reported that their spring workshop is likely to be April 27.  This is the date that those working on this at Ferris State believe can work within their system of reserving space.  She is also working supplying a Chair-elect and Secretary for the group.  This will be decided at their spring workshop.

11.   Next meeting:  The March Board meeting was cancelled because several want to attend the LTD TechEscape workshop and the University of Detroit-Mercy gaming workshop on our normal meeting day.  We will communicate via email if a special need arises.
12. George distributed the flyer for the University of Detroit-Mercy Gaming workshop and invited us all to attend.
Chair Helwig adjourned the meeting at 12:00 noon.

Respectfully submitted,

Kay Granskog

Secretary,

MLA ARLD 

