Head Start and Public Libraries: A Collaboration
Sturgis District Library

Even small libraries can do it!

1. Sturgis has 6 Head Start classes – 3 morning and 3 afternoon.  Each teacher calls me at the beginning of the school year and sets up the year’s schedule for her two classes.  Each class visits the library once a month.

2. I do the same stories and songs with the Head Start classes that I do in my monthly story times, so there is very little preparation.
3. A class visit usually lasts an hour and includes a story time at the beginning and then time to look at books, have books read to them, and play with the puzzles and toys in the Children’s Room.
4. In the past each class came by bus.  This year the classes will be walking to the library, about 6 blocks, because their transportation budget has been cut.   During the winter and in bad weather I will be doing the story time in their classrooms. 
5. Head Start held one of their parent meetings in the Children’s Room.  I read stories in English and one of the Head Start people read stories in Spanish.  Parents were encouraged to sign up for library cards.  This was very successful. 

6. My goal: I want the children to think that the library is a fun place and encourage their parents to bring them back.
