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State lawmakers again balancing budget on backs of public libraries
Cuts put all co-ops at risk; first casualty will be Upper Peninsula Sub-regional LBPH 
Lansing, Mich. – After surviving legislative funding attacks for more than a decade, Michigan libraries once again must defend the current level of significantly reduced state aid, this time before a joint meeting of the House and Senate School Aid and Department of Education Appropriations committees Thursday morning. 

Library representatives from around the state will testify before the Joint Committee to relate the bleak picture facing Michigan libraries as a result of continual, substantial funding cuts. 
“In the past three years alone, state aid to libraries has been slashed by almost 60 percent, and now we are being asked to defend the mere pittance we are lucky enough to receive yet again,” said Gretchen Couraud, executive director of the Michigan Library Association. “As funding diminished, libraries across the state saved millions of dollars through group purchasing efforts and resource sharing and now even those efforts are at risk. How can we tell our customers they can come to us for help with online applications for jobs, disability and unemployment and so many other things when we don’t know how long our resources will be available to them – let alone how long our doors will remain open in some areas?” 
The statewide resource sharing system, known as MeLibrary (MeL) and MeLCat, is funded by federal funds which are now in jeopardy for a second year. At the current $5.85 million funding level, MeL and MeLCat will likely collapse by 2012; funding levels must be restored to at least $8 million annually to meet the maintenance of effort requirement to receive federal matching dollars.  
“The disproportionate cuts faced by libraries statewide are felt in every corner of the state, and some will feel them even more than others. At the current funding level eight of the 11 library co-ops are at risk of closing in two years starting with Superiorland Library Cooperative which serves the entire Upper Peninsula. Their subregional library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped will close October 1, 2010. This service provides materials, either on cassette or in Braille, directly to the door of the member through the postal service free of charge. Many homebound individuals have no other way to receive these materials,” Couraud said.
At the same time the State Legislature is diverting more than $15 million annually from libraries dedicated and locally voted millages to other governmental tax capture authorities. “The library community is starting to wonder what lawmakers have against libraries. In a final slap, libraries were the only group to receive a 12 percent reduction in renaissance zone reimbursements. 

“How can the Legislature tell Michigan residents education and knowledge are keys to success on one hand and then turn around and eliminate their access to information on the other? This is appalling,” Couraud continued. 
MLA is Michigan's oldest and largest library association spanning three centuries. Guided by the belief that free access to information is the cornerstone of a free society, the Michigan Library Association has advocated for libraries on behalf of the state's residents for over 100 years. MLA defends the right to read, advocates for adequate library funding, clarifies library governance issues, promotes librarian education, and works for free access of information to all residents. For more information on MLA, please visit www.mla.lib.mi.us.  
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