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Guiding Principles and Positions of the Library Community 2011-12

ISSUE: EDUCATION-NEW LITERACIES
As Michigan transitions to a knowledge-based economy dependent upon technology, Michigan’s libraries play a pivotal role in helping people find information and answers.  Libraries collect, preserve, index, and provide access to authoritative information for residents and legislators – information moving online and to the internet, but not always available through Google or other search engines.  

MLA Members Support: 
· Information Literacy- people must be able to recognize when information is needed and have the ability to locate, evaluate, and use effectively the needed information.
· Technological Literacy – people must be able to use technology to communicate, solve problems, and access, manage, evaluate, and create information to acquire lifelong knowledge and skills.
· Economic Literacy – people must be able to work, compete, and contribute to the economy and society by developing workplace and entrepreneurial skills.
· Digital literacy – people must be able to understand, evaluate, create, and integrate information in multiple digital formats via the computer and Internet. 

Why?

The State of Michigan is in a transition to a new economy dependent upon knowledge, technology,  literacy and entrepreneurial skills. Michigan residents need, and libraries provide education, technology and information literacy to the masses.  The library community serves pre-kindergarten through senior citizens promoting lifelong learning in and outside of the classroom.  Libraries offer reading readiness, summer reading programs, tutoring , after-school programming, adult literacy, online tools, ACT testing and more.  They serve Michigan’s academic, community college and k-12 patrons. They serve charter schools and home-schooling families. They have small business development centers and business librarians who assist small businesses with online market research and more. They provide workforce development tools and assistance such as: computers to submit online job applications; job search materials; computer classes; resume writing and interviewing workshops; career and job testing; and more. 

ISSUE: COLLABORATION, RESOURCE SHARING, EFFICIENCY AND VALUE 
The library community has a long history of regional and statewide collaboration, resource sharing, group purchasing and efficient delivery of service. These collaborations provide considerable cost savings to taxpayers and reduce the cost of government. 
MLA Members Support:
· Expanding the MeLibrary (MeL)-  24-hour virtual library with material for all ages including over 40 databases and content from 15,000 electronic books, indexing for 45,000 publications, 9,000 full-text journals and over 130 full-text newspapers not available through Google.  
· Maintaining MelCat – part of MeL, MeLCat is a statewide catalog of materials available throughout the state to borrow and loan books, DVDs, CDs and other materials to one another. 
· Group purchasing, resource sharing, and regional and statewide networks that save money. 

Why?

Libraries are the only community to successfully cross all governmental and jurisdictional lines and budgets to purchase collaboratively on a statewide basis, saving Michigan’s taxpayers money.  Every single library in the state is connected to MeL – public, school, community college, and university libraries (public or private).  Paid for through $ 5 million in federal funding, if every library had purchased these databases in MeL independently, taxpayers would have paid $72 million.  Furthermore, the estimated replacement value of borrowed library materials is over $23 million.  These federal funds are for pilot projects and will eventually need to be replaced by state dollars. They are sustained through state funding of libraries and a maintenance of effort formula.

Public demand for these services is significant.  In 2009,  385,523,800 searches were conducted in MeL databases by 1,211,455 unique users.  In 2009, 925,000 MeLCat interlibrary loan requests were processed, an increase in demand of 33% from the previous year.

ISSUE:  ACCESS
Libraries are major sources of education for society and they provide the public quick access to information. The advent of the digital world has revolutionized how citizens obtain information and how libraries provide it. Libraries help ensure that Americans can access the information they need as the digital world continues to evolve. As local, state and federal government moves more information online, public libraries have assumed a role for governmental agencies that have discontinued individual access and assistance to citizens trying to use government services that are now online such as paying bills, paying taxes, accessing benefits, applying for unemployment.

MLA Members Support:
· Equity of Access  - all people have the information they need-regardless of age, education, ethnicity, language, income, physical limitations or geographic barriers. They are able to obtain information in a variety of formats-electronic, as well as print. They are free to exercise their right to know without fear of censorship or reprisal.
· Internet Access- net neutrality is the principle that citizens should be free to get access to - or to provide - the Internet content and services they wish, and that consumer access should not be regulated based on the nature or source of that content or service.
· Technology Access– Every library in Michigan offers computer and internet access to residents at no charge.  Libraries are often the only source of free public access to computers in communities. 
· Government Access – government information is moving online and libraries are frequently the only access point to file for unemployment, workforce development, disability, find foreclosure information or file taxes.
· Broadband Access – all types of libraries provide essential services to the public through public access to information and telecommunications services.  

Why?  

Every Michigan resident will need convenient and timely access to the world of information, print, digital and electronic. The statewide network of libraries is equipped to provide these services to Michigan’s residents. As state and local government move more services online, libraries are picking up the slack, providing citizens access to technology and information.  Over 60% of Michigan libraries report that they are the only point of access in their communities at no charge and one-third of Americans report that they have no access to the internet.  This low-cost statewide network broadband already exists and the state should build upon this network to address public demand rather than build a duplicative and costly alternative.

ISSUE: INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM
Libraries provide equal access to information with all points of view for all citizens.  We enjoy this basic right in our democratic society.  It is a core value of the library profession. 
MLA Members Support:
· Intellectual Freedom – the right to pursue ideas, thoughts, information and discoveries without obstruction.
· Privacy – the right to seek and find information and personal information without government intrusion. 

Why? 
Americans have a basic right to read, seek information, and speak freely as guaranteed by the First Amendment. 

ISSUE:  CITIZEN ACCESS TO PUBLICLY FUNDED RESEARCH
The library community supports the right of taxpayers to access the results of publicly funded scientific research, including research sponsored by the federal government or by the State or any of its agencies. 
 MLA Members Support:
· Free and open taxpayer access to the results of research funded by governments at all levels
· The importance of capitalizing on taxpayer investments in scientific research by disseminating findings broadly and with as few barriers as possible
· The sharing of scientific information in cost-effective ways that take advantage of the Internet, stimulate further discovery and innovation, and advance the translation of this knowledge into public benefits.
· The ongoing, critical role of libraries in ensuring that every Michigan citizen has the means to access this research 

Why?
Information is a commodity that stokes the economic engines of a society.  The more freely it is shared, the larger the economic return in innovation and discovery.  In fact, research shows that the economic benefits of research outstrip the cost of the research by a magnitude of four, if the results are freely shared.1 Michigan citizens stand to gain a great deal when taxpayer-sponsored research becomes open and accessible to her businesses, health care providers, manufacturers, educators, policy makers, libraries, and the public at large.  Michigan’s public, school and academic libraries will be important delivery points for this information for a large segment of the population. 
 1 Bruce Rasmussen and Peter Sheehan, “The Economic and Social Returns on Investment in Open Archiving Publicly Funded Research Outputs,” SPARC (2010).  http://www.arl.org/sparc.media/10-0804.shtml 

ISSUE:  FUNDING
Adequate funding of library services is essential for libraries to continue delivering the services citizens are demanding and the responsibilities public libraries have assumed for governmental agencies that have discontinued individual assistance to citizens trying to use government services that are now online. However, every source of library funding is being eroded by actions of the state legislature. 

MLA Members Support:

· Statewide and federal funding for the Michigan eLibrary (MeL.org) and the MeLCat interlibrary loan system.
· Local control- public libraries are primarily funded through dedicated, locally voted millages- nearly 80%.  These funds should be at the discretion of local library governing boards and should not be redirected to other uses through tax capture or tax credits such as DDAs and renaissance zones.  
· Penal fines - are constitutionally mandated to go to libraries.  These funds should likewise, not be diverted to other areas of government spending by state laws. 
· State Aid - PA 89 calls for libraries to receive $1.50 per capita. Full funding is approximately $15.4 million but state aid is currently at $7 million.  State aid to public libraries hasn’t increased since 1998.   
· Personal property taxes-are another significant funding stream for libraries.                  
· Financial support for the responsibilities libraries have assumed for governmental agencies that have discontinued individual assistance to citizens trying to use government services  that are now online. 

Why? 

Public demand for library services, particularly in difficult economic times, is skyrocketing.  Citizens from pre-K to senior citizens, educational institutions and government departments depend more on libraries as the public moves from print to digital.  Libraries are not only providing broadband access to governmental federal, state and local municipal services, libraries are providing access to print and non-print forms and necessary assistance to citizens trying to use online access to governmental services such as paying bills, paying taxes, accessing benefits, applying for unemployment.

Yet state funding for libraries has been cut over 40%, tax capture and tax credits divert over $10-15 million annually from libraries dedicated millages, and penal fines are frequently diverted to other uses by state laws including several sections of the Michigan Vehicle Code, the Motor Carrier Act the Motor Carrier Safety Act and the Code of Criminal Procedure. 
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