MLA Intellectual Freedom Committee Annual Report

FY 2004-2005

Committee members: Paige Brunner, J. Randolph Call (chair), Mary Howard, Lisa Klopfer, Karen Langner, Paul McCann, Cindy Lou Poquette, Kevin Tomlinson.

Projects and activities completed this year included:

· Presenting at the 2004 MLA Annual Conference Web Privacy – A Primer featured Dan Lohrmann and Nora Rifon discussing legal, technological, and policy issues to ensure patron – customer privacy on the Internet.  Approximately 42 conference registrants attended and 23 filled out evaluation forms.

· Presenting at the 2004 MLA Annual Conference Ensuring Patron Privacy: How Libraries Create and Manage Policies That Assure Patron Privacy and Freedom of Inquiry featured a panel, Margaret Auer, J. Randolph Call, Kriss Ostrom, and Patricia Thomas, describing current polices and how they were created at each library.  Approximately 49 conference registrants attended and 17 filled out evaluation forms.

· Developing and referring to MLA Conference Committee a program proposal that eventually became Chris Crutcher’s keynote speech for 2005 Annual Conference.

· Linking from the Committee’s website to a petition soliciting cosponsors for a proposed (Federal) Freedom to Read Protection Act.

Projects and activities underway this year, but to be finalized in succeeding years:

· Developing for the 2005 Annual Convention (this is a working title) Keep It On the Shelf: Diffusing Situations Involving Patron Challenges showcasing tips and strategies for coping with challenges, conducting hearings, and handling sensitive censorship situations.

· Developing for the 2005 Annual Convention (working title) RFID and Privacy: Potential and Perils presenting vendor and Electronic Frontier Foundation viewpoints on RFID’s threats to the privacy of library records.

· Developing for the 2005 Annual Convention (working title) Subtle Censorship: Censorship in Collection Development about censorship issues in collection development and acquisitions procedure.

· Developing for the 2005 Annual Convention (working title) Right to Know or Right to Censor? as a reactor panel to Chris Crutcher’s keynote speech.

· Providing speakers on Intellectual Freedom topics for classes in Wayne State University’s Library Science Program.

· Creating an annual, MLA award for Intellectual Freedom.

· Developing a proposal for a pre-conference/spring workshop on web privacy issues.

· Adding to the Committee’s website examples and questions illustrating Intellectual Freedom issues.

Respectfully submitted by J. Randolph Call (chair), July 28, 2005

