MLA Intellectual Freedom Committee Annual Report

FY 2005-2006

Committee members: Burton H. Brooks, J. Randolph Call (chair), Mary Howard, Lisa Klopfer, Karen Langner, Raymond E. Lennard, Paul McCann, Kevin Tomlinson.

Projects and activities completed this year included:

· At the request of MLA’s representative on ALA Council, reviewed a resolution proposed for Council’s approval condemning the use of biometrics in libraries.  The Committee recommended to the MLA Board that MLA not support a blanket condemnation because it forecloses valid uses for this technology in Special Collections and for staff security.

· Presented a program at the 2005 MLA Annual Conference, RFID and Privacy: Potential and Perils, featuring Lee Tien, Electronic Frontier Foundation, on legal, technological, and policy challenges in ensuring the security of patron – customer data in RFID-based circulation and security applications.  Approximately 53 conference registrants attended and 18 filled out evaluation forms.

· Presented a program at the 2005 MLA Annual Conference, Subtle Censorship: Censorship in Collection Development, featuring Annette Haines, University of Michigan, and Cathleen Russ, Macomb County Library, on censorship possible in collection development and acquisitions practices and decisions.  Approximately 73 conference registrants attended and 40 filled out evaluation forms.

· Presented a program at the 2005 MLA Annual Conference, Right to Know or Right to Censor?  A Reactor Panel to this Morning’s Chris Crutcher Program.  Approximately 84 conference registrants attended and 42 filled out evaluation forms.

· With Library Technology Division co-sponsoring, presented a spring workshop, TechEscape 4.0: No Strings Attached – Technical, Policy, and Legal Considerations for WiFi in Libraries.  The workshop featured Lance Werner, Library of Michigan, Eli Neiburger, Ann Arbor District Library, and Bryce Katz, Marshall District Library consultant, presenting on the many aspects to consider and plan for when implementing wireless access.

· At the request of MLA’s representative on ALA Council, reviewed a document proposed for Council’s approval, RFID in Libraries: Privacy and Confidentiality Guidelines. 

· The Committee’s chair attended as an MLA representative an ALA sponsored, three-day seminar on intellectual freedom legal practices and principles, Law for Librarians.

· As requested by the MLA Board discussed merging Intellectual Freedom Committee and Public Policy Committee and recommended the two remain separate.
· Provided speakers for Intellectual Freedom sessions of two “Introduction to Libraries” classes in Wayne State University’s Library and Information Science Program.

Projects and activities underway this year, but to be finalized in succeeding years:

· Developing for the 2006 Annual Convention a program, Keep It On the Shelf: Diffusing Situations Involving Patron Challenges (working title), showcasing tips and strategies from school and public libraries or coping with challenges, conducting hearings, and handling sensitive censorship situations.

· Developing for the 2006 Annual Convention a program, Internet and Pornography (working title), presenting a lawyer, an academic librarian, and a public librarian discussing how to protect the first amendment rights of computer users while offending other library patrons as little as possible.

· As partial fulfillment of the two year commitment to intellectual freedom programming requested of Law for Librarians attendees, developing a possible spring 2007 workshop, Intellectual Freedom Basics  (working title), featuring lawyers discussing the federal and state laws supporting intellectual freedom policy and librarians discussing how to implement local intellectual freedom polices.   ALA and other resources supporting the development of local policies will also be covered.

· As further fulfillment of this training commitment, preliminary discussions of 2007 Annual Conference programming using themes from Law for Librarians that fit into 75 minute time slots.

Respectfully submitted by J. Randolph Call (chair), July 25, 2006

