MLA Awards Committee

Meeting Minutes

November 15, 2006
Members in Attendance:  

Cathy Russ – Chelsea District Library

Erica Foley – Flint P.L.

Julie Farkas – Baldwin P.L.

Christine Hage – Rochester Hills P.L.

Tim Grimes – Ann Arbor District Library

Kristen Valyi-Hax – Suburban Library Cooperative

Timeline:  The committee discussed the timeline for initiating the information about the awards, nominations, selection of winners and publicity.  Cathy will recommend to MLA that the timeline stay as presented, but will investigate options for publicity through the MLA Newsletter.

Deadlines:   The nominations deadline for the MLA Awards will be March 30, 2007.  The committee will meet on April 26, 2007 to discuss the nominations and compile recommendations for the MLA Board.

The committee will make an effort to encourage libraries to nominate their staff and volunteers for the awards by contacting directors.  In addition, the committee encourages nominators to look at multiple categories that their nominees may fit into when applying for the awards.

Volunteer Award:  The committee will make a recommendation for a new award to be added to the MLA Awards list for 2007 – Volunteer of the Year.  The committee discussed and approved the award language and will submit to the MLA Board in November.  

Webmaster:  Erica Foley has offered to volunteer as the Webmaster for the committee in the absence of Lucy Roehrig.  Cathy will contact MLA regarding training for Erica.

PR Efforts:  The committee discussed sending out individual email blasts for each award including award description and how to nominate.  The following dates pertain to when emails will be sent out on various listservs.

Volunteer of the Year – January 22, 2007

Award of Excellence – January 29, 2007

Walter H. Kaiser Award – February 5, 2007

Loleta D. Fyan Award – February 12, 2007

Trustee Citation of Merit – February 19, 2007

Librarian of the Year – February 26, 2007

Reminder notification for all awards – March 12, 2007

Committee members indicated listservs that they would place the Award information on in order to best communicate the award information to all library types.  Cathy will send out taglines that possibly could be used by the committee members to enhance their award verbiage.  

Other PR efforts for including the MLA awards information will be investigated:  Friends of Michigan Libraries and possibly creating a brochure specific to the MLA awards.

Theme for the MLA Awards nomination process and annual luncheon:  Oscar Winner/Academy Awards.  Ideas that were brainstormed:  having a red carpet, walk of fame stars, Oscar trophies, table decorations, spotlights.

Minutes submitted by:  Julie E. Farkas

