MLA Awards Committee meeting

Thursday, October 18, 2007

10 a.m.

Minutes

Members  present:
Julie Farkas, Erica Foley, Beth Johns, Angela Kidd, Cathy Russ (chair), 

Kristen Valyi-Hax

1.  Awards 2006 (to be presented at MLA conference on Wednesday, November 7, 2007)

a. Cathy  went through the roster of this year’s award winners 

b. The members summarized the timeline/process for new committee members

2. MLA Awards Banquet at this year’s conference
a. Decorations: garlands, lights & cameras, hats, balloons, gold/silver centerpieces, banner, confetti, mints
b. Committee members will bring digital cameras to take pictures

c. C. Russ to find out from MLA staff:

i. Is there a head table?

ii. Can we get “reserved” signs for tables?

iii. How early can we get in to banquet hall to decorate?

d. Need 8 reserved signs: each award winner (6), MLA table, Awards committee table

e. Decorate room 

i. Julie to bring scissors, tape, twine, push pins, marker

ii. Julie picking up balloons at local florist

iii. Meet back @ 5:30 pm

f. Kristen to play Joan Rivers, Erica as her photographer

g. Lucy, Beth, Angie to roam and take pictures

h. Don’t need to dress superfancy, work clothes are fine

i. Cathy inside banquet room steering winners to tables

j. THANKS to Awards Subcommittee for all of your hard work!!!

k. Save receipts and make sure to turn in to MLA for reimbursement

3.  Process for this year’s awards

a. Nominations—forms to be posted on MLA website January 7

i. Only change is contact info for C. Russ (chair) and deadlines

ii. MLA has put a “freeze” on new awards, i.e. Volunteer of the Year award, until restructuring process is complete

b. Theme—since it’s an election year, Julie had the great idea of doing a VOTE! Theme.

i. Taglines such as “Read the Vote,” “It’s Librarian to Vote,” and “Cast your ballot” were discussed.

ii. The committee likes the Academy Awards theme, but decided that since it is timeless, it can be used again. With the presidential election next year, the committee thought it would be timely, topical and fun to play off that, i.e. put Stars & Stripes on the website, flyers, etc. 

iii. (Tim, we could use your help with carrying this out!)

c. Timeline

i. Nomination forms posted to MLA website on Monday, January 7, 2008

ii. Deadline for nominations is Friday, March 28, 2008.

iii. Cathy has to have award winner info to MLA by Monday, April 28, 2008

iv. The MLA Awards Committee meeting is scheduled for THURSDAY, APRIL 17, 2008, at 10 am, at the Troy Public Library

d. Publicity

i. January 7: 
Preliminary email, announcing posting of nomination form

ii. Feburary 4:
Librarian of Year email

iii. February 11:
Loleta Fyan email

iv. February 18:
Trustee of Year email

v. February 25:
Walter Kaiser email

vi. March 3:
Award of Excellence email

vii. March 10:
Librarian of Year email OR Life membership OR other

viii. March 17:
Summary, wrap up, still time to nominate! Email

ix. Flyers distributed at DSLRT and other places for libraries to post

x. Listserve publicity: distribution of responsibility

1. MLA info—Julie

2. Michlib-l—Julie

3. MAME—Julie

4. SLA—Cathy to ask Kathy Irwin

5. WSU alumni—Beth

6. WSU students—Beth

7. Academic listserves—Cathy to ask Kathy Irwin/Linda Masselink

8. TLN—Lucy

9. SLC—Cathy

10. DSLRT—Cathy

11. Leadership Academy—Cathy

12. Library Cooperatives—Cathy

4.  Anything else you would like to discuss?

a. After the committee met last year, we sent letters to those people who were nominated, but didn’t win, an award. There was confusion b/c people wanted to know when they would find out if they won (didn’t make it clear that they hadn’t). 

b. The committee decided that the intention was noble and good.

c. The committee decided that letters should be sent to the nominator (not the nominee), and leave it up to that person to tell the nominee he/she was nominated, if the nominator so chooses. 
5. Next meeting! Thursday, April 17, 2008, at 10 a.m. at the Troy Public Library

