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The Academic and Research Libraries Division of the Michigan Library Association has been very active.  In the fall, we offered five programs at the Annual Conference of the Association with the following titles:  “The TEACH Act: Copyright Issues and Distance Learning”; “Virtual Reference:  Our Experience So Far”; “The Library as Place:  Participate in An Open Discussion”; “Project Management for Libraries:  Are We Having Fun Yet”; and “Fifty Ways to Reach Your Faculty:  The Inter-relationship Between the Library and Faculty”.  We also co-sponsored a program, “The First Amendment and Libraries” with the Intellectual Freedom Committee of the Michigan Library Association.   Finally, we featured ACRL President, Tyrone Cannon at our Annual Academic Luncheon during the Conference. 

In addition to the programs, the Division sponsored a new feature at the conference, the Academic and Research Libraries Division Poster Session.  We received many proposals that were reviewed for selection and topics included a librarian’s experience installing and troubleshooting Linux Red Hat 8.0, computing resources offered by academic libraries, the future of branch libraries, a report on a unique library instruction program called “Discovering Self”, a report on a weeding project for an education collection, a library’s participation in on-campus academic orientation programs, reference interviews in a “virtual” world, the status of reference librarians at mid-sized Michigan academic libraries and library services to off-campus PhD students.  This event was a first for the Association!

On Friday, April 30, 2004, the Academic and Research Libraries Division held an all-day program, “Symposium for Academic Librarians 2004:  The Role of the Library in Academic Enterprise” at the Bruce T. Halle Library, Eastern Michigan University. Our keynote address, “From Bookshelver to Dean of University Libraries:  A Meteoric Leap of Faith for a Non-Librarian”, was given by Dr. Joseph Reish, Dean, University Libraries, Western Michigan University.  Dr. Reish, with a PhD in Eighteenth –Century French Literature, had previously been the Dean of The Carl and Winifred Lee Honors College, at Western Michigan University before assuming the role of Interim Dean of the University Libraries.  Dean Reish brought a unique perspective to the role of librarian in academe.

After the address, a series of concurrent sessions were held throughout the day.  In advance of the Symposium, a request for proposals was sent out to academic librarians and a committee conducted a blind review in selecting the presenters for the sessions.  Out of the many excellent proposals, six papers were chosen for presentation.  The selected papers will be featured in the next MLA Forum, the electronic journal of the Michigan Library Association.  Topics of the presentations included:  “The Benefits of Librarian Leadership in University Teaching/Learning Centers:  An Overview and Case Study”; “Campus and Beyond:  Strategies for Planning and Promoting Library Services to New User Groups”; “Strengthening Library as Place:  Why Librarians Need to Leave the Library”; Information Literacy or Literate Information?”; “Re-Creating the Library’s Role in Academic Enterprise”; and “Enhancing the Research Guide:  Using Open Source Software to Achieve Collegial Satori”.

The Symposium was well attended and we look forward to future workshops and symposiums.
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