Michigan Library Association

Academic and Research Libraries Division Board

Minutes from the December 15, 2006 Meeting

Teleconference 10:00 a.m.

Present:  Ruth Helwig, Chair; Claudia Diaz; Kay Granskog; Robert Kelly; Rita Kohrman; George Libbey, Debbie Morrow; Elenka Raschkow; Gretchen Weiner; Anne Marie Casey, MLA Board Liaison
Excused:  Duryea Calloway

Chair Helwig called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 

1. There were no additions to the agenda.

2. The November 17, 2006 minutes were approved with corrections.

3. Spring Workshop 2007: Thinking about Institutional Repositories? Come Explore with us - The Final Workshop Plan, a copy of the workshop flyer, the preliminary agenda, and an evaluation form that had been updated to include revisions from the MLA Education Committee were sent prior to the meeting.  

We discussed whether we wanted to offer travel expenses to speakers who were non-MLA members in addition to paying for their meals.  We decided that we would if the speaker wanted it.

Claudia Diaz asked if the price list for food included gratuity and if there were any other fees that we would need to pay to Lansing Community College. Elenka Raschkow noted that there would be parking fees.  She agreed to find out how much parking would be and to confirm the totals for food.  Once we know the prices this will be added to the Final Workshop Plan.  We will also review the costs to see if any are eligible for reimbursement through our ACRL money.

We agreed to add John Potter’s survey to the agenda and approved the revised evaluation form.

We will market the workshop to the ARLD list, Special Libraries list (Ruth will post these two), MALC (Elenka), Archivist (Claudia via the Albion College Archivist) and the MLA Library Technology Division (Bob Kelly).

4. Intellectual Freedom Committee Workshop co-sponsorship – Ruth has notified the IF Committee chair that we agreed to be a co-sponsor.

5. Annual Conference 2007 

Poster Sessions.  Anne Marie Casey mentioned that we would like to turn these over to the Conference Committee at the wrap-up meeting for the 2006 Conference.  In the meantime, John Potter is interested in helping with this but he would need assistance.

Buried Treasures.  Both speakers have been selected.  They are Charles Hanson from Kettering Institute and Nancy Richard from Grand Valley State University.  David Scott coordinating.

Academic publishing.  Karren Reish, Michigan Center for the Book, is coordinating with Ruth Helwig as the ARLD contact for this co-sponsored session.

“Machiavelli and Leadership”.  Michael Lorenzen from Central Michigan University will speak.  Kay Granskog confirmed that the Leadership Academy Oversight Committee is interested in co-sponsoring this session.  Ruth Helwig coordinating.

Social software.  Bob Kelly confirmed that Paula Storm from Eastern Michigan University is interested in speaking.  Debbie Morrow will contact Laura Harris to serve as a co-presenter.  Bob Kelly coordinating.

Continuous partial attention.  Claudia Diaz found an email address for Linda Stone who is the preferred speaker on this subject.  Ruth Helwig will contact her.

We had earlier discussed having an academic track for the conference.  We will not do this.  The MLA office prefers that we simply have enough programming of interest to academics interspersed among all tracks just as they hope to do for public library staff.

6. Interest Groups – Chair Helwig asked if there was continued discussion about interest groups that we wanted brought forward via Anne Marie or some other means.  Elenka reported that a MALC task force lead by Linda Farynk was looking at this.  Their report, already in draft, will be sent to the MALC Executive Committee and the MALC membership in April.  We agreed that a letter from ARLD is also appropriate.

7. New Business - Gretchen Couraud, MLA Executive Director is interested in what makes academics different from public libraries and what we view as the value of MLA for us.  In a free form discussion, we came up with the following distinctions:

-Differently funded from public libraries


-Library of Michigan is ILL of last resort for non-academics


-Funding cuts affect ILL throughout the state


-MLA’s networking among other academics

-Service/training opportunities (a role MLC has picked up) more              specifically MLA is a forum for academics to do research and presentations for promotion and tenure

-Training ground for public speaking

-Values adding to the body of literature/knowledge base


-Academic collegiality within the state


-We have more specialized personnel (ex. Subject selectors)


-We serve as liaisons to departments on our campuses


-We have more specialized and expensive collections


-Preservation and Archiving are big concerns


-Often the cutting edge of technology

-Academics value distance learning and instruct in library and information literacy as a lifelong skill


-Accreditation issues


-Staff turmoil


- Our user base turns over quickly (ex. Undergraduates)

-We have a more captive audience (a student population) with new skill sets


-Email is a major means of communication


-Community colleges deal with a diverse user population

We are still interested in the idea of informal sessions to add value to the ARLD membership but we have no immediate ideas.

8. Reports – None.

9. Next meeting:  January 12, 2007.  NOTE:  This is a new date.  Several members will be in Seattle for ALA on our regularly scheduled date, January 19, 2007.  Location TBA.  We may have another conference call but Ruth will schedule at the MLA Office too.

Chair Helwig adjourned the meeting at 10:52 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kay Granskog

Secretary,

MLA ARLD 

