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The Information Literacy Roundtable (ILR) is taking a review of the PREMIER project 
to redefine its mission, goals, and initiatives. We are conducting this evaluation to assess 
current needs and meet the mission of the Information Library Roundtable to “assist 
libraries in the state of Michigan in the development of programs that promote 
information literacy, to provide continuing education programming to the membership on 
issues of information literacy and instruction, and to promote the educational role of 
librarians.” The PREMIER project is a professional development service of ILR as 
outlined in Article V, Section 4 of the ILR bylaws.    
 
HISTORY 
 
The PREMIER project was born out of a survey given by the Southeast Michigan League 
of Libraries (SMLOL) Committee on Research Education, with cooperation from the 
Michigan Association of College and Research Libraries, in May1993 (see Appendix A). 
PREMIER’s primary goal upon inception was to develop and provide in-services to 
institutions wishing to expand or enhance bibliographic instruction. At its December 
1993 meeting, the Michigan Library Association Executive Board approved the 
PREMIER project. On June 24, 1994, the ILR (formerly the Bibliographic Instruction 
Roundtable) held a special meeting at the Library of Michigan. Members were invited to 
critique the proposed in-service model which had come to be called PREMIER. 
Participants at this meeting formed the core of a growing group of professional 
volunteers who continued to meet monthly with the ILR officers and board members. 
 
In the spring of 1994, the ILR board had identified three pilot site libraries. Madonna 
University agreed to become the first PREMIER site. In September 1994, PREMIER 
received $5000 from the H.W. Wilson Foundation for the implementation of its pilot 
year; this included the partial underwriting of the first three colloquia. Aquinas College 
and Monroe County Community College Library followed as the second and third 
PREMIER sites. PREMIER was highlighted at LOEX (the Library Orientation 
Exchange), a major national information literacy conference, in 1996.1 By 2000, an 
additional five workshops had been conducted. The project sustained itself through 
professional volunteerism and fees paid by institutions receiving PREMIER visits. 

                                                 
1 Dudley, Linnea, Catherine Neis, and Michael J. Kruzich. “Sharing and Encouraging Programs that 
Work.” Programs that Work: Papers and Session Materials Presented at the Twenty-Fourth National 
LOEX Conference Held in Ypsilanti, Michigan, 16 to 18 May 1996. Ed. Linda Shirato. Ann Arbor: Pierian 
Press, 1997. 13-18. 



 
These colloquia addressed educational and administrative content areas such as active 
learning, assessment of learning outcomes, professional development, and accreditation 
(a more complete list is found in Appendix B). PREMIER also fostered a support 
network for peer mentoring, and the willingness of library colleagues to share 
experiences and expertise with regard to library instruction, thereby empowering the 
entire community. 
 
The Appendices at the end of this document outline a more detailed history of the 
PREMIER project as well as its funding and participants. 
 
CURRENT STATUS OF PREMIER 
 
Currently PREMIER conducts an annual workshop for students of the Library and 
Information Science Program at Wayne State University. This workshop highlights the 
various ways in which information literacy is taught in different settings, including an 
academic library, a public library, and a school library. As of April 21, 2006, there was  
approximately $4,000 earmarked for PREMIER in an MLA account. The PREMIER 
Project Manager continues to sit on the ILR board in compliance with the ILR bylaws. 
 
FUTURE OF PREMIER 
 
The original need that defined PREMIER has changed, and many libraries now have 
active information literacy programs. The ILR board must now answer questions such as: 
Who is the PREMIER audience? What information literacy needs can PREMIER now 
meet? In reviewing the original content areas envisioned by the PREMIER founders, the 
ILR board will determine via a survey whether these areas reflect the membership’s 
current needs. Based on these survey results, the ILR will facilitate an open discussion at 
the 2006 Annual MLA Conference in Detroit. The survey results and discussion will 
guide ILR to provide new direction to PREMIER based on our constituents’ needs. 
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Southeast Michigan League of libraries
Committee on Research Education

Survey of Bibliographic Instruction in Michigan Academic Libraries
May 17, 1993

1. Do any librarians on your staff conduct formal, i.e., programmed, bibliographic instruction?
-yes _no _don't know

2. If you answered yes to number I, describe the primary focus of BI at your institution. (eg. familiarity
with resources, specific concepts and skills, critical thinking, etc.)

-------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------
--------------------------------------------------------------

3.Does your institution have a written policy for BI?_yes _no _don't know

4. Where do the library instruction sessions take place?
- separate room in the library
- main area in the library
- computer lab
- auditorium
- classroom
_other, please describe:
-------------------------------------------------------------------

5. Which of the following types of BI are offered by your institution? (Check all that currently apply.)
- required credit course
- elective credit course
- mandatory component of another course
- optional component of another course (discretion of instructor)
- self-directed (library supplied materials... egoworkbook, audio tape, point

of use leaflets, etc.)
- voluntarily attended sessions
_other, please describe:
-------------------------------------------------------------------

6.How do you promote BI within your institution? (Check all that currently apply.)
- student newspaper
- signs
~ faculty meetings
- memos
- library newsletter
_other, please describe:
-------------------------------------------------------

7.Which of the following techniques or tools are used in your BI? (Check all that currently apply.)
- lecture
- small group discussions
- tours
- audio or video tape presentation
- CAI (computer aided instruction)
- overhead projector fLCD (liquid crystal display)
- handouts
- demonstration of online catalog or CDfROM indexes
- demonstration of other equipment (eg. microfilm reader)
- "hands on" activities; please describe:
_other; please describe:
-------------------------------------------------------------------



8.Do you give "in class" or "homework" assignments? _regularly _occasionally _never
If yes, please describe at least one:

-------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------

Who grades these assignments? - librarian _course instructor

9. Where did the person responsible for BI receive his or her training? (Check all that apply.)
~aduate bibliographic instruction course
- workshops
- undergraduate teacher education
- on the job training
_other; please describe:
-------------------------------------------------------------------

10. How do you assess the effectiveness of your BI? (Check all that currently apply.)
- pre-test/post test
- student survey
- instructor survey
- informal feedback from students
- informal feedback from instructors
_other; please describe:
--------------------------------------------------------------------

11. What statistics do you keep on bibliographic instruction? (Check all that currently apply.)
- number of students
- number of classes
- breakdown by subject or academic department
- number of presentations
_other; please describe:
--------------------------------------------------------------------

12. Is there a line for bibliographic instruction in your library budget? _yes _no _don't know

13. What one element/change would make your teaching more effective, i.e., enhance student learning
outcomes?

--------------------------------------------------------------------
--------------------------------------------------------------------
--------------------------------------------------------------------
--------------------------------------------------------------------
--------------------------------------------------------------------

PLEASE PRINT:

Name of person filling out this form
Position/ title
Institution
Telephone

The results of this survey will be presented at the fall program of the Michigan Library Association
Bibliographic Instruction Roundtable (MLAAnnual Conference, 1993).Information will also be
available through the Southeast Michigan League of Libraries Committee on Research Education;
please contact:

SEMLOL CORE

c/o Pat Higo, Chair
University of Detroit Mercy
Outer Drive Campus Library
8200 W. Outer Drive
Detroit, MI 48219

(313) 993 -6181 or 6180
FAX (313) 993 -6329
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