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2006-2007
Introduction

The Michigan Library Association represents more than 1900 librarians, library staff, trustees and friends, as well as more than 350 libraries.  MLA is strongly committed to advocating for quality library services for all Michigan residents.  Our annual legislative agenda represents our priorities for the current year.  The MLA Public Policy Committee is charged with implementing our current legislative agenda and monitoring all legislation of potential interest to libraries.  For a complete listing of all of MLA’s current public policy positions please go to the MLA web site.

Legislative Agenda

The Michigan library community has acutely felt the severity of the recent statewide financial crisis.  Loss of state and local revenues has meant budget and service cuts for libraries in our communities, our schools and our colleges and universities.  In 2006 – 2007 MLA will:

1. Work to secure funding for libraries through its funding recommendations which include:

a. full funding for the current state aid program until a new state aid program is in place;
b. support legislation to hold library millages harmless from any tax abatement/tax capture programs;

c. support for the Library of Michigan, a national model of excellence in state library service, to implement statewide library resource sharing programs, including the Michigan E Library (MeL);

d. a new state aid program for public libraries, libraries for the blind and physically handicapped and cooperatives;
e. a funded statewide library card program, including support for collection development, that would make all public libraries available to all Michigan residents, delivering on our constitutional mandate in a truly significant way;

f. a matching grant program for library building and technology improvements similar to programs provided for schools, colleges and universities;

g. seek amendments to library laws to increase the millage cap for all public libraries to six mils.

2. Support state funding for broadband direct Internet access for all public libraries in Michigan.

3. Support funding for a core group of information resources for all Michigan libraries and residents.

4. Continued support for statewide library digitization projects.

Policy Positions

The Public Policy Committee continually monitors state and federal legislation in order to identify matters of interest to the library community. In addition to the legislative agenda items enumerated here, the Michigan Library Association has previously taken positions on the following issues.  More details may be found at the MLA web site.  MLA currently has policy positions on:

1. LSTA and other federal funding programs

2. Penal fine revenue

3. Public computer workstations in libraries

4. Universal citizen access to government information

5. Archiving of electronic sources of government information and the provision of public access to such archives

6. Censorship in libraries
7. Confidentiality of library patron records 
8. Public access to the Internet and filtering

9. Library contracts and fees for service

10. Quality Service Measures

