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March 15, 2006 Update

This update is developed specifically for the Michigan Library Association by Karoub Associates.  This update contains only legislative and political issues that relate to the Michigan Library Association.

Feedback on the MLA presentation to the History, Arts and Libraries Appropriations Subcommittee has been very positive.  Many legislators have indicated they were impressed and excited about the “new look” of libraries.  The committee members were pleasantly surprised with the information that clearly identifies how libraries are molding to community needs and serving as economic development tools.  Karoub Associates and MLA will continue to educate legislators on the new role of libraries in the State and encourage their support of increasing library funding.  Karoub Associates is working to set a similar presentation in the Senate History, Arts, and Libraries Appropriations subcommittee in April.  

Senate Bill 491 Child Safety Seat Legislation

Senator Wayne Kuipers (R-Holland), sponsor of SB 491, has been very helpful in working with libraries on his bill to increase penalties for violation of proper child safety seats.  MLA is concerned with the civil infraction piece of the bill that would direct the civil infraction funds to a Child Safety Seat Fund.  MLA and Karoub Associates have worked to come to a compromise with the sponsor that would direct that money to where it is constitutionally mandated, libraries.  MLA testified in the Senate Transportation Committee on Tuesday, February 21st to support the agreement reached with the sponsor.

Karoub Associates is seeing some resistance in the Senate to carry out the compromise for libraries.  Many Senators are not aware of the constitutional mandate and the impact of diverting penal fines away from libraries.  A member of the transportation committee saw the bill as libraries attempting to take funds away from the Child Safety Seat Fund, rather than the reality of the fund diverting the funds from the libraries.

Drug Free Libraries Legislation

Representative George Cushingberry (D-Detroit) is sponsoring a set of bills that makes libraries in Michigan drug free.  The intent is to view libraries as a safe drug-free facility and categorize them as schools on this issue.  As of now, the Representative’s office is further researching any implications this may have on libraries.  As the bill reads, there are no additional burdens, either financial or logistical, for libraries should this legislation pass.

MLA Legislative Date: Tuesday May 9th

TENTATIVE AGENDA:

7:45-9:00    a.m.  Continental breakfast and Registration

8:15-9:00    a.m.  Legislative Briefing and Key Tips on Visiting Your Legislators

9:00-10:00  a.m. Keynote Speaker?  Could be our case for support discussion or someone from Fiscal on  calculating tax abatements or a Legislator on budget or tax abatements

10:30-2:30            Visits with your Legislators - lunch on your own
