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Approved

Tabitha, Gretchen, Tom, Evelyn, Bryon, Sue, Elaine, Beth
Karoub year end update

Successes:

Telecom legislation, language was changed so libraries and schools can continue to sell excess bandwith.  Sunsets in 2009 so will have to revisit then.

Ultra Violent Videos, removed language that would allow censorship of ultra violent materials in libraries.  Will watch for these types of bills continually.

District Library Law Rewrite

Current Actions:

HB 4085, school district boundries, will have language added to the bill when it goes to committee to exempt libraries.

SB 34, Corridor Improvement Authority, moved very quickly through senate.  The sponsor, Gilda Jacobs, did not know this would affect libraries but needed bill passed quickly so does not want to add amendments.  She would be supportive of another bill to exempt libraries.
Not aggressively seeking legislation to exempt libraries from all tax capture/tax abatement right now.  Feedback has suggested we should educate legislators first.

SB 491, Child Safety Seat legislation, creating a second fine for safety seat violations, the fine is put into a safety seat education fund not given to libraries.  Working with aides to create a compromise.  An attorney general’s opinion allows penal fines to go to other things so Karoub is working on a compromise.  Discussion about penal fines ensued.
2005 Budget highlights, discussed libraries with Rep. Fran Amos to find out what the legislators need from libraries. Gretchen created list of questions to help build a case for library funding.

MML Policy Positions and Process

Have broad policy positions and set their course for the year in a few meetings.  Will use their model to benchmark our progress.

Case for Support

How to position libraries.

Governor’s six point plan for the economy-need to fit libraries into the plan.

Have to appeal to both Republicans and Democrats.

Need to work together with Library of Michigan and PLFIG.  Currently communicating with all groups.

Libraries facing a transition to new technology which complicates the problem.

In terms of Governor Granholm’s goals libraries fit best into 

Education: reading, libraries are the educational resource for the community

Better Government: answer questions for the township, provide forms that officials have not gotten in paper; customer service point for state and local government, provide the information that people need to use the government (tax forms, FAFSA, Secretary of State), electronic access to the government information because many people do not have computers and/or broadband.
Economy: Job searching, job skills, job fairs

Need to get quantative data on computer use, etc in addition to actedotal evidence.

Culture community alignment-culture community working on Granholm’s six goals too.  Have to determine where libraries will support the cultural community’s plan objectives.


CEDOT Tool-libraries involved in

Grow Partnerships-work with other groups (community theatre, Thunder Bay Marine Sancutuary, Ann Arbor photo digitization, bring in authors, storytellers) to develop programs in the community.  But, how does this drive job creation?

Culture Magnets-library works with Thunder Bay Marine Sancutary which brings tourism and let to restaurants opening, hotels; genealogy and local history collections draw people from around the state and country.

Grow Entrepreneurship and Jobs-need to look into this, don’t have good data right now.  Libraries do training on Word, Excel, Powerpoint-job skills
Libraries use non-government money for a lot of programming (grants, trusts).  Libraries can teach others how to get grant money.

Facts about Michigan Libraries

Need to determine how libraries return money to the economy through purchases, value of books and videos in circulation, etc.

Need to determine how libraries create efficiencies through cost cutting-MEL Cat, MEL databases, etc.

Legislative Day-culture groups want us to go on May 16, MAME would like to come with us.  Best to have our own day for libraries in May.  Tuesday, May 9 will be best so not competing with hearings.  Discussed ways to organize this day.  Need to be sure we see Appropriations chairs, HAL committee chairs, tax chairs, local government and judicial committee chairs.  Karoub will relate the talking points.  Tom will search for Texas’s talking points.  Bryon will look for Wisconsin’s legislative day information.  Will consider giving gifts to the legislators such a items from local libraries.
Issues Requiring Discussion and Action

HB 5280, cultural grants, want to include libraries. House does not like to earmark funds so not sure how quickly this will move.  
Need to send to board.  Need broader policy for these types of bills.

Tom-Motion, to support legislation providing additional funding for libraries such grants and other alternative sources.  Sue seconds, don’t have a quorum to vote.

SB 224, Broadband assistance loans to rural areas.  Will stop tracking this bill.

Tax Capture, have begun monitoring many bills to determine their affect.  NEDC’s take on enterprise zone is that it only take property taxes not local millages.  Because libraries funded by property taxes it does affect libraries.  Libraries lose the inflationary increase.  Need to stand up locally so the local municipalities understand the library position.  A problem is that only district libraries are notified of tax capture bills so city and township libraries often find out after the fact.
Tom remarked millages voted on by the people should not be taken away.  This is a very complicated issue because of the different types of libraries and lack of communication.  In smaller communities the library board is often uncomfortable speaking against the city.  Need locals to speak out or cannot get support at the state level.  

Notification might be a legislative option.
Freedom of Information/Intellectual Freedom

SB 795, Vital Records, supported by Library of Michigan, MLA will support.

SB 131, sexually explicit material, should we be involved?  No, MLA will stop monitoring.

HB 4658, Identity theft, if data is taken the agency has to alert the state, MLA thinks this is a good bill but not a priority.  MLA will stop monitoring.

HB 5132, Paper document requirement for Library of Michigan.  Library of Michigan supports but it needs amendments.  MLA will monitor.

Elections & Boundries

HB 5035, District Library Lines, probably not going to move but Rep. Gaffney waiting for guidance from MLA.  Bill has been opposed in the past and still oppose because this should be a local decision.

Tax Issues

How should we approach tax issues?  Historically oppose any legislation that would reduce library income.  Tax abatement and tax capture are different than other tax legislation.

HB 4326, prohibits millages of more than 10 years, opposed previously.  Should be up to local voters to decide.

HB 4466, millage reduction limit, libraries could lose a lot of money but a very technical issue.  Hard to determine.  Could soften the affect of Proposition A.  Tabitha will research this bill so MLA can take a position.
PLFIG

Will take the Case for Support to PLFIG.

