Michigan Library Association
Public Policy Committee
April 28, 2006

Bryon, Sue Davidson, Ann, Gretchen, Tom, Beth, Tabitha, Evelyn, Sue, Kate, Sherri, Nancy, Elaine
Sherri wants to add to agenda-non-profit forum next week, SOS.

Evelyn motion to approve minutes, Tom second, all in favor.

Legislative Day

60 people confirmed.

George and Amos coming to speak to group in the morning.  

Evelyn, Sherri, Ann and Bryon will contact attendees to confirm appointment times.

Toolkit: Gretchen needs assistance putting together Library Funding and Community Centers information.  Gretchen will verify per capita spending.  Discussed PA 89.  
Do we want to remind legislators to restore what was lost last year?  Yes, and should remind them what was lost over the last 5 years.  Restore to 2000 funding levels.  Should we ask same thing next year?  Legislator’s response will be every department has been cut.  Offer legislators solutions; recognize they are in a tough position.

Message:  Restore money lost last year, protect penal fines, and work toward full funding per PA 89.  Then follow up the message with a story.
Need to find examples of how the cuts have affected libraries.  Need to find out which library is about to close.  Examples of how libraries provide education and keep people employed.  

Community Stories:  partner with other cultural institutions, One Book examples-develop a sense of community, civic discourse.  Michigan is rural and often the library is the only place people can connect.
Add note about people using library computers to apply for unemployment.

Will provide training for attendees to tell their own story to support talking points.

Important for library to be the community center.  People use meeting rooms for quilting, weddings, euchre tournaments, etc.  In some communities library and bar are the only places to go.  Library becomes the center of the community.

HAL Budget

Two budgets, HAL 2006-2007, in appropriates committee, have gotten $265,000 increase in state aid funding after testifying.  Coops held as same level.  A victory, not cut.  Took money for library lien items and MCACA for historical grants so libraries will not take the hit.  This is not supplemental.  The supplemental bill is separate.  Has to go to Senate then will be become one Omnibus bill.  Will be rectified with Senate bills in Conference Committee.  Testimony at Senate will be very important.  Want to ask Senators to maintain House’s increase.
Supplemental bill, started in Senate with $315,000 to libraries.  In House, money went to arts.  Reported out of Senate this week and bill goes to Conference Committee.  Currently line item to preserve state aid but only a place holder, money still in Arts.  Working with Sen. Taub to get money transferred to libraries.  Sen. Amos gave okay to transfer money.  Pushing transfer in Conference Committee.
Fall Conference Sessions
Good advocacy tract.  Lobbying 101; combating tax capture and tax capture tool box, want to have document to work people through the process, need to survey libraries and develop a tool to calculate losses; advocacy communications & launching a statewide campaign; PPC session.

Tax Capture

Library Language, want to propose language to tax capture bills where we see fit.  Does this really address tax capture needs?  Sue H., language alone is not sufficient need to add language from 2004 historical zone bill.  Tabitha, some of the notification language is in the bills already.  Think have a better shot at getting libraries notified and have the library language ready so can opt out.  Senate and House will add additional language to make the language work for each bill.  Gretchen will take the language to the Board so it can go to Foster Swift.  Tabitha, first attempt needs to be opt out, won’t get anywhere with library exemption.  
Core Community Legislation, HB 5988-5992, generically apply tax capture.  Need to position as good economic tool and have community explain how helps and hurts community.  Give libraries the power to opt out at local level.  Support the bill while protecting libraries.  Sponsors willing to work with libraries.  Need to move very quickly because bill on fast track.  Trying to get language in at Commerce Committee.  If get language in it will cover 187 communities.  Who are our partners?  No one has spoken up yet.  Could build coalition with Community Colleges and counties.  Need to protect libraries now and do not want to come out against Michigan Municipal League.
Gretchen will work with Foster Swift to refine language, Tabitha with work with sponsors to get language included.  

Library Notification Bills, have support for notification bills.  Will be introduced this spring/summer.  Opportunity to educate legislators on tax issues.  Two House sponsors, looking for sponsor in Senate.  Would like it to go through Local Government committee.  Bills being written and will go forward with work group.  

Supreme Court-Bloomfield Township Case

Supreme Court issued an order which says the case is considered, briefs can be filed by other groups.  Foster Swift will file and opinion, MML is on side of libraries.   Foster Swift needs to know impact if the appeal is overturned.  
Worst Case Scenario:  Contracted areas not paying which angers voters/tax payers, Coopersville District Library millage failed because of this.  

Paying individual services?  Attorney General opinion, library doors are open to everyone and can charge fees based on certain factors.  Fee based on cost of providing the service not on what tax payers are paying.  Like Police and Fire contracts.  

Would affect entire state.  

Look at census stats for per capita income.  Area that often does not want to pay has a higher per capita income than the participating communities.
Legislative Update

Art Coalition update: Will be included in bills and avoid tax capture/abatement.  Group not a natural fit for libraries.  Arts community reacting to bills being written for Cool Cities.  Broadest goal asking to increase overall HAL budget which is good for libraries.  Goal to protect libraries from tax capture and increase library funding to $1.50 per capita.  

Taber/SOS, Stop Over Spending Proposal

Modeled on Colorado’s tax payer bill of rights.

Michigan Non-Profit Association having forum on May 8 Lansing and May 9 Farmington.  To help non-profits understand impact.

Initiative to get it on November Ballot.  

Could impact anyone that gets state money.  No one has taken this on yet.  MLA currently tracking.     

Next meeting Monday, June 12.  Kate will talk about scholarly communication issues in academic libraries.  Leadership day August 24 in Farmington.

