Michigan Library Association

Public Policy Committee

Minutes, June 12, 2006

Attendance: Gretchen, Tabitha, Nancy, Kate, Tom, Sue H., Ann, Elaine, Sherry, Evelyn, Beth

Tom moved and Evelyn seconded to approve the minutes of the April 28, 2006 meeting.  Motion carried.

Kate presented information on the crisis in scholarly communication and its ramifications on both academic and public libraries.  She provided handouts from Create change and ACRL that address the issues of escalating costs and monopoly publishing in the academic field.  As journal costs, continue to rise academic libraries are forced to buy fewer books, limit access as demanded by contracts, and generally lower services.  This issue also has a great impact on Detroit Public Library and the statewide database purchases for MeL.
The state budget is divided into two pieces, k-16 and an omnibus bill.  The HAL budget is part of the omnibus bill.  The committee will have 6 members, Hummel, Pastor and R. Brown from the House with the Senators not yet appointed.  It is important that libraries respond to state aid cuts even though the amounts are small in library budgets.  These cuts will reduce cooperative services to libraries.  We need to inform legislators as we make cuts that are a result of less state aid.

Tax capture and tax abatement continues to be an educational process with legislators.  Senator Allen has included strengthened notification language and opt out language in the TIFA water bill.   The notification must be sent by certified mail.

Legislative day went well.  With more preparation time the committee can help to make sure that every legislator gets a visit.  Gretchen and committee agree that legislative day should be during annual conference in Lansing in 2007.

PLFIG and legislative agenda need to be merged into one document.  Gretchen presented both documents to the committee and committee agreed to work on a single document at leadership day in August and at September meeting.  Discussed how to engage libraries in the discussion of SBT and its potential replacement revenue sources.

Tabitha reported on the issues that are pending currently in legislature.  She will continue to monitor as these move forward.  There were none that needed attention immediately.  MLA and MML will file briefs in the W. Bloomfield case.  MML agreed that the issue could affect their membership.

Tabitha suggested that we attend any local primary debates and candidate forums to meet the candidates and present the library legislative agenda.

Committee would like to give Fran Amos the legislator of the year award in a more public manner.  Although a presentation at annual conference is also appropriate.

As part of his final PPC meeting, Tom Genson read us PA 164 of 1877 (MCLA 397.216) reminding us that library service as specified in the Michigan constitution and law is still a very convoluted thing!

