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Michigan Author Award Criteria & Guidelines
Purpose:
This award recognizes an outstanding published body of literary work by an author who is either from Michigan or has substantial ties to Michigan.

Background:
The Michigan Author Award was established in 1992 with the intention of recognizing significant Michigan authors with a lifetime achievement award. Michigan Author Award Work Group members consist of an assemblage of librarians, both public and academic, from across the state and are appointed by the President of the MLA (Michigan Library Association). Over the years the award has been given to a diverse collection of writers working in a variety of genres and styles.
 
Qualifications/Eligibility:
1. The author must either be a current resident of Michigan, a long-time resident of Michigan recently relocated or an author whose works are identified with Michigan because of subject matter and/or setting in Michigan.

2. The author’s work may be in the form of fiction, nonfiction, poetry, drama, or any other literary format the Michigan Author Award Group finds acceptable. 
3. The author must have a body of work encompassing at least three published titles for either adults, teens or children.
4. The author must be living at the time of the nomination.
5. The author must have a publishing career spanning a minimum of five years.
Criteria/Selection Process:

· The Michigan Library Association’s Michigan Author Award Work Group, representing MLA members and the Michigan Center for the Book, determines the recipient on overall literary merit spanning a body of work. 
· Consideration should also include critical reviews, consistency of quality of body of work overtime, other awards and recognition, style, technique, and where appropriate, accuracy, authenticity, and illustration (but decisions should be based primarily on text). The award is intended to highlight an author who has made a significant contribution to the literary heritage of the state of Michigan. 
· Anyone is eligible to submit a nomination.  

Timeline:

· The official announcement and call for nominations is posted on the MLA website by MLA administration and disseminated in other forums in December.

· Nomination forms are due to MLA by the end of February and can be found on the MLA website.
· These nominations, and supporting documentation, are scanned and shared with members of the Michigan Author Award Work Group by the Chair.

· The group traditionally convenes in March to discuss the nominations and narrow the group down to a manageable list of 4-6 worthy candidates. 

· Two months are allowed for the Michigan Author Award Work Group to familiarize themselves with the works of the finalists and then the group reconvenes in May to make their final decision. A back-up winner is also chosen in the event the first choice cannot attend the MLA Annual conference to accept their award.

· The chosen author is contacted by the chair of the Michigan Author Award Work Group shortly after the May meeting. MLA is also notified and the Michigan Center for the Book creates a press release.
· An announcement of the winner is composed by the Work Group Chair and posted on the MLA website in June (samples are available from the MLA office).

· MLA contacts the Senator and/or Representative from the author’s home base in Michigan and requests a resolution in recognition of the author receiving the award in September. The Senator or Representative from the author’s current place of residence or from where the author once resided is invited to present the resolution at the luncheon.   If they do not attend, the Work Group Chair presents the resolution.  

· The award is presented at the Annual MLA Conference luncheon in the fall. In addition to the Michigan Author Award plaque (presented by the chair), the winner may receive a $500 honorarium from the Michigan Center for the Book. This honorarium should be verified every year before it is offered to the winner.  These presentations are made prior to a half hour speech given by the recipient. A book signing by the author follows the luncheon. MLA makes arrangements for copies of the author’s books to be sold at the conference.

Work Group:
The work group will consist of a Chair, a Chair-elect, at least three other current MLA members (chosen from those who responded to the annual MLA call for volunteers) and a representative from the Michigan Center for the Book.  An invitation is extended to a representative from Sleeping Bear Press as a courtesy, as they have been long-time supporters of this award. The Chair-Elect technically needs to be appointed by the MLA President. Work Group members, with the Chair as the contact, should  recommend a Chair-Elect to MLA staff in March.  The Chair-elect is the only position that is required to serve two years, the first year as Chair-elect and the second year as Chair. The Chair-elect will assist the Chair in compiling and distributing nominations as needed. Communication before and between meetings will be done through the MLA established Michigan Author Award Work Group ListServ. 
MLA and the Michigan Author Award have a long-standing relationship with Sleeping Bear Press. Sleeping Bear has historically offered to cover the hotel room for the author.  But that should be reconfirmed annually before the overnight is offered to the author.   If there are questions, work with MLA staff on this process.
Work Group Chair:
The Work Group Chair is responsible for scheduling meetings with the MLA office (or elsewhere if appropriate), developing an agenda for each meeting, generating discussion, and taking minutes. The Chair will also distribute nominations, find contact information for the winner, work with MLA to notify the winner, write the press release and secure the winner’s photo for MLA publicity. They will also interface with Sleeping Bear press to confirm a representative on the Work Group and if hotel accommodations will be offered.  The final responsibility of the Chair is presenting the award to the winner at the annual MLA conference.

List of Previous Winners:
1992- Dan Gerber
1993- Charles Baxter
1994- Nancy Willard
1995- Janet Kauffman
1996- Elmore Leonard
1997- Loren Estleman
1998- Gloria Whelan
1999- Jerry Dennis
2000- Janie Lynn Panagopoulos
2001- Thomas Lynch
2002- Nicholas Delbanco
2003- Diane Wakoski
2004- Patricia Polacco
2005- Christopher Paul Curtis
2006- Steve Hamilton
2007- Sarah Stewart
2008- Tom Stanton
2009- Dave Dempsey
2010- John Smolens
2011- Gary Schmidt
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