AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION – JANUARY 20-24 – DALLAS
Mary Rzepczynski, Michigan Library Association, ALA Chapter Councilor
Thank you, as always, for allowing me the opportunity to serve as Michigan Chapter Councilor.  

During the MidwinterMeeting, there were two Chapter Relations Committee meetings, three Council sessions, an ALA-APA Council session, and an ALA Council/Executive Board/Membership Information Session. Highlights from each of these can be found below.

A complete listing of all resolutions and action items from Council Sessions will soon be available at http://www.ala.org/ala/aboutala/governance/council/council_actions/index.cfm

-ALA PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE FORUM – The two candidates for ALA President 2013-14 areBarbara Stripling, (http://www.barbarastripling.org/) Director of School Library Services for the New York City Department of Education, and Gina J. Millsap, (http://ginajmillsap.com/) Chief Executive Officer of the Topeka and Shawnee County Public Library in Kansas.Each spoke of their priorities for their presidency. 

-CHAPTERS RELATIONS COMMITTEE I
In addition to my duties as Michigan Chapter Councilor, I am now serving on this Committee.
· Report from Kevin Reynolds, Executive Board Liasion
· Discussion of Ebooks and Digital Content Working Group
· ALA Membership has declined about 2.6%
· Update on Acquisition of Neal Schuman by ALA Publishing
· ALTAFF Executive Director Sally Gardner Reed reported on new Trustee Joint Membership
· Former ALA Membership Director John Chrastkapresented information about the benefits and costs of association management for ALA and the Chapters.
· Chapter Relation Office Report from Michael Dowling on Money Smart Week http://www.moneysmartweek.org/

-ALA COUNCIL/EXECUTIVE BOARD/MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION SESSION
ALA President’s Report by Molly Raphael discussed her presidential initiatives including Diversity and Advocacy and other important issues:
· Successful completion of the Neal-Schuman acquisition
· Ensuring libraries’ access to digital content, particularly e-books
· Focusing attention on the importance of professionally staffed school libraries
· Library funding issues, particularly for public and school libraries.

ALA President-Elect Maureen Sullivan discussed her recent activities including ALA Orientation and her appreciation of ALA Staff.  President-Elect Sullivan’s initiatives will include:
· The Promise of Libraries in Transforming Communities
· Leadership Development
· Rethinking ALA: Ensuring That ALA Is the Most Effective Organization It Can Be

Budget Analysis and Review Committee (BARC)Chair Clara Bohrerpresented her report highlighting the finances of ALA:
· Total ALA revenue of $9.7 million is $905,814 less than budget
· Total ALA expenses of $10.4 million are $1.5 million less than budget
· FY2012 budget variance stands at $747,715
[bookmark: _GoBack]Chair Bohrer also mentioned four new webcasts developed by BARC and the ALA Finance staff that help explain the organizational structure, budget cycle, endowment, and operating agreement of ALA.  http://www.ala.org/onlinelearning/unit/finance

ALA Endowment Trustees Chair Daniel J. Bradbury presented his report on the ALA Endowment Fund which currently stands at $30.9 million, a 1.6% decline from last year.  It was also reported that ALA has changed portfolio managers from Merrill Lynch to Invesco REIT and the London Company.

Nominating Committee Chair Vivian Wynn presented candidates for President-Elect and the slate of candidates for ALA Councilor-at-Large, which included MLA Communications and Marketing Committee Chair Steven K. Bowers. 

- ALA-APA COUNCIL
The ALA Allied Professional Association (ALA-APA) was created to enable certification of individuals in specializations beyond the first professional degree, and to advocate for better salaries, pay equity and increased status for librarians and other library workers.

A discussion of ALA-APA financing and whether to disband the ALA-APA Council ensued.  No action was taken at this time.  

- ALA COUNCIL I
Executive Director Keith Michael Fiels reviewed Executive Board Actions and Implementation of the 2011 ALA Conference Council Actions including:
· The acquisition of Neal Schuman Publishers
· Experiments with a hybrid meeting process in which some committee members meet face-to-face while other members simultaneously participate in those meetings electronically/remotely 
· Developing cost estimates for additional wifi and skype capabilities for unit meetings at Midwinter and ALA Annual

Digital Content and Libraries Working Group 
This group appointed by ALA President Molly Raphael was meeting for the first time at 2012 ALA Midwinter.  They consist of six subgroups that will focus on obtaining/accessing digital content, generating digital content, accessibility, privacy and ethics, communication for the library community, communication beyond the library community. 

- ALA COUNCIL II
ALA Treasurer James Neal provided an in-depth analysis of ALA’s $7 million acquisition of Neal Schuman Publishing and reported ALA total revenues of $46,581,620 and expenses of $46,741,997. The shortfall will be covered out of reserves. Treasurer Neal also presented programmatic priorities for the FY12 budget which are in line with the 2015 Strategic Plan and include: 
· Diversity
· Equitable Access to Information and Library Services
· Education and Lifelong Learning
· Intellectual Freedom
· Advocacy for Libraries and the Profession
· Literacy
· Organizational Excellence
Council approved Committee on Organization Chair Jim Rettig’srequest to add a representative from the American Association of School Librarians to ALA’s Committee on Education. 

Council approved Immediate Past President Roberta Stevens’ recommendation to honor Senator Jack Reed (D-RI) and Dr. Betty J. Turock with ALA Honorary Memberships.

- CHAPTER RELATIONS COMMITTEE II
· Included an update from Emily Sheketoff from the Washington Office and the introduction of Ted Wegner, the new Grassroots Coordinator.
· Liaison reports with updates on the petition supporting school libraries, SOPA, PIPA, and net neutrality. 

- ALA COUNCIL III
President Raphael announced Memorials to Dorothy Broderick, D. Whitney Coe, John Minto Dawson, and Robert W. Houkand Tributes to Jill Nishi, Lois Ann Gregory-Wood, Maryellen Trautman, William J. Boarman, and the Norman A. Sugarman Children’s Biography Award. 

Report of the Tellers Chair Henry Stewartreported that Rob Banks, Alexia Hudson, and John Moorman were electedto the Executive Board.

Intellectual Freedom Committee ChairPat Scalespresented the report highlighting several IFC projects including Choose Privacy Week, May 1-7, 2012www.privacyrevolution.org.Also presented and approved as part of this report was a Resolution Opposing Restriction of Access to Materials and Open Inquiry in Ethnic and Cultural Studies Programs in Arizona which: 
· Condemns the suppression of open inquiry and free expression caused by closure of ethnic andcultural studies programs on the basis of partisan or doctrinal disapproval.
· Condemns the restriction of access to educational materials associated with ethnic and cultural
studies programs.
· Urges the Arizona legislature to pass HB 2654, “An Act Repealing Sections 15‐111 and 15‐112,
Arizona Revised Statutes; Relating to School Curriculum.”

Committee on Legislation Chair Eva Poole presented several items for approval including resolutions opposing the Research Works Actand SOPA, and a Resolution on the Loss of Crucial Government Information.  All passed.

International Relations Committee Chair Sha L. Zhang presented several items highlighting recent activities and thanked the Director of the International Relations Office Michael Dowling for his support.

The Resolution on Publishers and Practices Which Discriminate Against Library Users presented by Cynthia Czesak, New Jersey Chapter Councilor, produced the most spirited debate of this year’s Council sessions.  There was much consternation that perhaps discriminate was too harsh of word but many impassioned councilors who felt that it accurately described the policies of various publishers and distributors.  Resolution passed. 

Final attendance at this year’s Midwinter Meeting was 9,229, about 181 less than the total for San Diego 2011.  

