Public libraries are the heart of their communities.
Libraries bring people downtown to patronize local business.  
 (
NEW EVIDENCE of Libraries’ Return On Investment
Protect Michigan’s Investment in its Public Libraries
Support 100% Replacement for Personal Property Taxes
)In 2010, nearly 2 million people visited 38 public libraries in northern Michigan. 
A recent national study of public libraries proves that libraries significantly impact local business and economic development.[footnoteRef:2]  People are using libraries, not only to research jobs and careers, but also to plan and start small businesses.  Public libraries contribute to the local economy in other surprising ways.   [2:  “The Economic Value of the Free Library of Philadelphia,” University of Pennsylvania’s Fels Institute of Government.  AMERICAN LIBRARIES, January 19, 2011.  http://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/news/01192011/spread-word-there-s-new-evidence-libraries-roi  ] 

·  (
On a typical day, 
 
38 northern Michigan libraries welcome 
 
6,274
 
 people, circulate 
 
6,952
 
 items, and assist
 
 1,720
 
 Internet 
 and computer 
users.
)An Alpena Downtown Development Authority survey showed that the     #2 reason that people go downtown is to visit the Alpena County Library.  
· The Portage Lake District Library renovated a waterfront property and 92,275 people visited the library in downtown Houghton in 2010. 
· The West Iron District Library turned two vacant storefronts into a state-of-the-art library that brought 58,000 people to Iron River in 2010. 
· The Peter White Public Library serves 1,000 people a day in downtown Marquette and records 82,000 computer users a year.  The library was one of five libraries in the country to receive the 2010 National Medal for Museum and Library Services, recognizing outstanding library service.
· The Bayliss Public Library brings over 114,450 people a year to downtown Sault Ste. Marie.  The St. Ignace Library brings over 20,000 a year to downtown St. Ignace.  With a population less than 600, the Whitefish Twp. Library brings over 9,500 people to Paradise.

38 northern Michigan libraries purchased $4.3 million goods and services and employed 159 full time equivalent employees who brought over $4.4 million in residential earning power to their northern rural Michigan economies. 

Libraries:  A Great Value for the Money!
